
                                                                    
 

SESAR: Exchange of Views with SESAR Director – 25th May 2011 

Background 

The SESAR (Single European Sky Air Traffic Management Research) programme is one of the 
most ambitious research and development projects ever launched by the European 
Community. The programme is the technological and operational dimension of the Single 
European Sky (SES)  initiative to meet future capacity and air safety needs. 

Given the complexity of the programme, a legal entity was founded by the European 
Commission and Eurocontrol, to coordinate and concentrate all relevant research and 
development efforts in the Community. 

The mission of the SESAR Joint Undertaking is to develop a modernised air traffic 
management system for Europe. This future system will ensure the safety and fluidity of air 
transport over the next thirty years, will make flying more environmentally friendly and 
reduce the costs of air traffic management. 

The TRAN committee of the European Parliament has requested an update from SESAR, 
which was given by its executive director Mr. Patrick Ky.  

Patrick Ky (SESAR executive director):  

SESAR has extended its partnership with additional 13 industrial players; this extension was 
done with 2 particular goals in mind: 

1. Extend SESAR air providers in particular towards the centre of Europe, so far SESAR 
has managed to attract only Poland. Further, SESAR wants European neighbouring 
countries with strong connection on operation with Europe such as Canada and 
Morocco. 

2. SESAR would like to attract more non EU industries to ensure that SESAR technology 
can be interoperable with other regions of the world.  

Update: 

1. SESAR requires significant investments. Industry investment is preferable but private 
investments are good as well. 

2. Program working well with concrete results from 2011, shows presence at the 
international level. 

3.  Work with ICAO to ensure interoperability with international standards. 
4. Validation test should be done in operational environment in order for the program 

to pass the reality test; this is the best way to measure the tool.  
5. SESAR has decided to deliver a progress report each year. 
6. SESAR will launch this year it remote tower and synchronize arrival and departure 

tool. 
7. Green flight is funding projects on saving fuels and reducing emission. 
8. SESAR has done a macroeconomic study by McKinsey on EU economy, where 4 

different scenarios where tested on SESAR deployment (no action/ deliver SESAR on 
time/synchronize SESAR/10 years delay of SESAR deployment). The results showed 
the great importance of delivering   SESAR on time.  

http://www.sesarju.eu/about/background
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9. The European Commission is working on a proposal for SESAR deployment 

A successful deployment can be done by having: 

1. Appropriate governance 
2. Group dynamic between all players 
3. Relay on single authority, fully accountable to make decisions where individuals can’t 
4. Provide incentives to early movers, most airports wouldn’t deploy SESAR tool until 

others will do the same, this situation can cause major delays in deployment 
5. Ensure airport operators that deploy SESAR will not complicate their work nor 

replace them; the new technology will only help the same number of operators to 
monitor more flights.  

MEP Zasada, Artur (EPP): great supporter of single European sky and SEASAR, it is necessary 
to have European system of traffic management, especially at small airports. The scope of 
SEASAR is huge; some aircrafts will not be able to meet the new technology. Asked for 
elaboration on time and financing.  

MEP El Khadraoui, Said (S&D): SESAR is an important European project with an ambitious 
time frame which can influence the deployment. When will the European Commission come 
out with its proposal for next steps and the budget, can we have a SESAR European funding? 
SESAR is not the only player; will there be an agreement on interoperability among the 
different systems? Will SESAR technology be sold to 3rd countries? Can SESAR help with ash 
cloud and have positive impact on climate change and emission reduction? 

MEP Meissner, Gesine (ALDE): How SEASAR is involved with single European sky? Can the 
European Parliament help with money/actions/public events? 

MEP Foster, Jacqueline (ECR): The recent ash cloud became the strongest argument to push 
SEASAR forward, are member states committed as they should be, especially with the 
financial constraints, many companies are investing in the technology; therefore we need to 
stand in the timing. The costs of not moving forward for the environment and economy are 
major (such as pollution and tickets costs). Interested in the Commission proposal.  

MEP Cancian, Antonio(EPP): Emphasised the need to push the programme onward, 
believes that economically the PPPs is the best way to pursue it. It is important to protect 
the European system from cyber or terror attack. What sort of cooperation there is between 
SESAR and Latin American and former USSR? Is there a possibility to cooperate with NATO 
on the defence front? Is there cooperation with the USA Company NEXTGEN, to ensure the 
two systems will be interoperable?  

MEP Ticau, Silvia-Adriana (S&D): Can the relations between SESAR and Single European Sky 
effect air blocks? How can we overcome the lack of financing? Will SESAR take into account 
ash clouds / sand storms into account while initiating new engines? 

MAP Ayala Sender, Ines (S&D): how can SESAR help with the recent ash could? 

MEP Simpson, Brian (S&D): Sees a link between SESAR and Single European Sky and a link 
between member states wish to push the programme onward and ash clouds. The McKinsey 
study shows that flight operators will benefit from deploying SESAR.  



                                                                    
 

 

Patrick Ky responds (SESAR executive director):  

 SESAR and Single European Sky are link to each other, the Single European Sky 
legislation will help implement. 

 SESAR can’t do much about Ash Cloud, the main problem today with the ash cloud is 
the decision making process. SESAR is a tool to better disseminating information to 
overcome constraints.  

 Today there are 2 main programs SEASAR and the American NEXTGEN, the Japanese 
are trying to launch a system as well but it is not mature yet. The cooperation with 
USA is on the basis of information exchange to ensure interoperability between the 2 
systems.  

 SESAR is communicating with Latin America, Mexico and Brazil, on the progress of 
SESAR to ensure interoperability.  

 SESAR is involved with ICAO to ensure the European voice is heard.  

 SESAR will have positive impact on environment, target of 10% less emission per 
flight. 

 SESAR has no relations with aviation impact on climate change. 

 SESAR collaborates with meteorology authorities. 

 Remote towers can be implemented as of next year (important for efficiency, will 
not impact jobs of controllers; same number of controllers will control more 
aircrafts. 

 SESAR needs the help of the EP to push the programme forward, the USA is one 
country, so easier to implement. Therefore, SESAR needs pioneering countries, to 
implement the new technology so others will follow. (Sweden it trying the remote 
towers). 

 There are concerns about the vulnerability of SESAR from cyber attacks; there are 
discussions between SESAR and defence authorities (NATO and Europeans).  

Mr. Matthew Baldwin (Director of Aviation unit, DG MOVE, European Commission) 

 Supports SESAR. 

 Sees a link between Single European Sky and SESAR. 

 Budget, timing and governance can be a challenge. 

 Need to create the right conditions for all stakeholders to deploy the technology 
together. 

 The European Commission has established a task force to write a report; hopefully 
the initial report will be published on December. 

 There is no specific funding mechanism for SESAR. 

 

 


