
                                                             
 
 

Polish Presidency (Transport): Exchange of Views 

TRAN Committee 12th July 2011 

 
Mr. Cezary Grabarczyk, the Polish Minister of Infrastructure 

1. TEN-T: the presidency is waiting for the Commission document (September) in order to have 

a balanced revision of the TEN-T infrastructure as well as links with 3rd countries, believes 

this is an opportunity for a way out of the economic crisis. The Presidency hopes to approve 

the document in December. 

2. Maritime: focus on social maritime agenda (waiting for Commission document), proposal on 

training of sea farers to improve maritime safety, revision of maritime safety agency 

(December). 

3. Air transport: airport package (October) priorities – slots, ground handling, noise 

management at airports, airport capacity. Presidency would like to focus on amending the 

ground handling Directive (December). 

4. Single European Sky: Commission will present draft mandate to negotiate with Eurocontrol 

(October). 

5. SESAR: Waiting for Commission Communication (October) on funding and managing the 

next stage of SESAR. 

6. Aviation negotiations: Support EU Aviation negotiations with 3rd countries and Eastern bloc, 

will supply the Commission with a mandate to conduct air negotiation with 

Azerbaijan/Ukraine/Moldova. 

7. Land transport: recast of the first rail package, changing the regulation on technograph to 

enhance the digital technology. 

8. Informal Transport ministers meeting: focus on non budgetary resources for infrastructure. 

MEPs INTERVENTIONS 

Mathieu GROSCH (EPP/BE) 

- TEN-T: would like to see a European approach to projects. 

- White paper on Transport: would like to work with the Presidency on priorities for the next 

10 years. 

- Airport package: very important, amending ground handling might be difficult. 

- Air space bloc: has been some progress with Hungarian presidency and hoping to continue 

the work with Polish Presidency. 

- Air security and scanners: wants a clear position from the Presidency. 

- Road transport: technograph have contribution to road safety. 

Saïd EL KHADRAOUI (S&D/BE) 

- Sees the air package as a priority. 

- SESAR – looking forward the deployment stage. 



                                                             
 
 

- Single European Sky – call the Presidency to make it a priority. 

- Air transport security: there is a directive on agreement of funding security measures but is 

held up in Council. 

- Social agenda for maritime – S&D priority.  

- TEN-T guidelines should focus on projects with European added value, what are the 

transport corridors in regard to airport, requested guarantees for funding. 

- Support the use of use it or lose it principle. 

 

Izaskun BILBAO BARANDICA (ALDE/ES) 

- Revise directive on EMSA is important for security, need to train seafarers. 

- Airport package should focus on single European sky. 

- Welcomes aviation agreements with 3rd countries.  

- Recast of First Railway Package – call the Presidency to find a solution and explain into which 

direction it is planning to go forward with it. 

- TEN-T review needs to have innovative ideas to finance these projects, such as PPPs.  

- Tourism – priority for the ALDE group. 

- Rail market – what does the Presidency think about rail undertaking? 

Peter van DALEN (ECR/NL) 

- Maritime transport –would like to see balance between safety and employment. 

- Inland waterway navigation package – there is a package on its way and call the Presidency 

to put pressure on the Commission.  

- TEN-T – is a core area of activity, core network.  

- Air transport –how would the Polish Presidency ensure the lowering of CO2 and noise? 

- Road transport – does the EU need to add more regulations? It is more important to have 

harmonized implementation.  

Michael CRAMER (GREENS/DE) 

- Security scanners – does the Polish Presidency agree with the need to educate and train the 

security personal at airports? 

- Technograph – asked whether the Presidency has experience from Poland?  

- Maritime transport – does the Presidency support CO2 emission reduction? 

- PPPs – Switzerland is not a member state and manages PPPs very well, for example it has 

financed road tunnels from road tolls. 

- Railway station –the EU can finance railways but not the stations. 

Artur ZASADA (EPP/PL) 

- Single European Sky is a priority 

- In favour of revision in railway transportation system. 

- Presidency priority is for safety and inter modality – what about ecological aspects? 



                                                             
 
 

- How does the development of the Baltic Sea and the Adriatic Sea progress?  

 

 

Bogusław LIBERADZKI (S&D/PL) 

- TEN-T has strategic importance. 

- Council proposal is to cut 10% of transport budget, call the Presidency to change this. 

- Wants to see a radical increase in TEN-T by uniting cohesion fund and the transport network. 

- Approves of maritime package priority.  

Antonio CANCIAN (EPP/IT) 

- Priorities are TEN-T and Single sky.  

- What are the Presidency plans for the first rail package recast? 

- Why does the Presidency ignores the western Balkan in TEN-T? 

Knut FLECKENSTEIN (S&D/DE) 

- Think there can be good cooperation between Polish Presidency and TRAN with EMSA. 

Dieter-Lebrecht KOCH (EPP/DE) 

- Energy efficiency – how can we be less depended on oil? 

Zita GURMAI (S&D/HU) 

- Danube strategy should continue.  

- TEN T – what are the Polish Presidency priorities? 

- Eastern partnership – how can the Polish Presidency develop transport social dimension, 

especially in rail. 

- Airport package –what does the Presidency plan to do with rights of air passenger and low 

cost companies? 

Eva LICHTENBERGER (GRRENS/AT) 

- It is a sensible approach to transfer funding in time of crisis but not rail to road but to 

ecological projects. 

- Ground handling – Airports should not continue to privatise.  

Mr. Cezary Grabarczyk, the Polish Minister of Infrastructure 

- FAB: Finalizing agreement with Lithuania on the share Baltic functional airspace bloc. 

- Special importance to the single European sky. 

- Wants to take technical dimension of SESAR and proceed with it.  



                                                             
 
 

- It important to find a solution to the liquid ban in airport and security scanners but need to 

mind the individual freedom, data protection and risk factors. 

- Might raise the issue of safety and security funding in ministers meeting in autumn.  

- TEN T and source of funding - key importance, should maintain all sources of funding but 

search for new ones, a debate on the subject will be in September at the informal meeting 

of transport ministers.  

- PPPs – has good experiences such as railway projects but also negative experiences due to 

the public debt generated from PPPs system. 

- EMSA and maritime package is a priority for the presidency but also important not to over 

regulate this sector. 

- Revision of TEN-T – the importance to link 3rd countries. 

- Priority to build Eastern partnership. 

- Railway package – funding, regulation of the market, railway services and the separation of 

these. 

- Started to implement since July 1st 2011 an electronic system for toll charging, the tariff is 

calculated in such a way that the lowest tool is charged on the cleanest car. 

- The Polish government transferred money from rail to road as there were no new projects. 

- In favour of green corridor but what is its definition, will have a conference on this topic in 

September. 

- Airway package – priority, will concentrate on ground handling but also want to achieve 

progress on the other issues, such as slots, noise and capacity.  

 


